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During recent decades the welfare states of Denmark,
Finland, Norway and Sweden have gone through dramatic
changes influenced by the political triumph of
neoliberalism. This has led to both the electoral success of
extreme right and mainstream neoliberal parties, but also to
the neoliberal ideological transformations of social
democratic parties. The neoliberal doctrine of making
governance cheaper has thus been made the main focus of
governance and has led to increased marginalisation and
social problems.
This is the first book to comparatively explore the role of
neoliberal reforms on social work and social policy across
the Nordic welfare states. The richly theoretical and
empirical chapters explore and illustrate the consequences
of the dominance of neoliberal policies and provide an
analysis of the effects of globalization, glocalisation, welfare
nationalism, symbolic violence and forced migration. It
provides valuable insights into the shortcomings of
retreating welfare states in a time of increasing glocal social
problems.
Neoliberalism, Nordic Welfare States and Social Work should
be considered essential reading for critical social work
education. Students, scholars, educators and researchers of
Nordic countries and beyond have much to learn from
reading this book.
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